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Letter From the Editor

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the July
2006 Friends of Mexico General Meeting! 1 just wanted
to take this opportunity to introduce to you our guest
speaker this month. He is a good friend of mine and my
husband. I bet the majority of you enjoy Mazatlan’s sea-
food cuisine as much as I do! Whether you are going out
to eat seafood or are staying m to cook it, there are a few
important things to remember to prevent food mtoxica-
tion and to overall emjoy! Ing. Yoshi will be giving us
some helpful hints today. I'd also like to add that if any
of you have any comments or suggestions for the FOM
newsletter, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 916-
5781 or e-mail rebeccacaven@gmail.com. Thank you

and enjoy the meeting! Rebecca Caven ;
FOM Newsletter Edntor
Ing Eduardo Yoshii ;

Eduardo Yoshii was born in Mexico City in 1973. His
family moved to Mazatlan in the late 70’s to start a
Fishing processing plant.

He attended ICO and continued his studies at Tech of
Monterrey where he majored as an Engineer in Food
Industries.

He worked in Japan in the fish processing industries
for 5 years where he met his wife, Chika, who now
lives in Mazatlan with their 2 kids.

He is a strong lover of Mazatlan and with his family
run one of the most important fish processing factories
in Mazatlan. :

If you have any further questions for Eduardo you can
“email him at edovoshii@hotmail com.
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E-mail: fom@mazinfo.com

: Friends of Mexico

l General Meeting Agenda

. July 11, 2006

! 1. Call to order .
* 2. Guest Speaker — Ing. Eduardo Yoshii Ka-

i suga -
* 3. Introduction of new Vice President |

; 4. Approval of July 1, 2006 Treasurers Report :
. Committee Reports: '

1 - Foundation — Jacque Demmer

Mary Carlson — Josefina Ortiz School '
Champion

2 — Events — Susan Silva (Bruce George)

3 — Discount Services — Fr. Jim Story (Henri I
- Jarrat) .

4 — Membership — Fr. Jim Story (Bob
Ryckman)

5 — Volunteer Coordinator — Jerry Lippman *
6 — Member Services — ¥r. Jim Story

Announcements
Drawing

Adjournment '
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: Friends of Mexico Statement of Purpese

I To be a non-profit organization of Mazatlan providing commu-
: nity services and promoting better understanding among Mexi-

N cans and non-Mexicans.

1 To accomplish this purpose we will:
Friends of Mexico, and

opportunities 1o those in need.

Friends of Mexico Board Members
| President: Majid Mir 913-2369
:Secretary: Murry Page

majid@mmir.net

1982-2139 murry_page@vahoo.com
: Treasurer:

! Susan Siilva 983-3769  mazsilva@mzt megared.net.mx
| Foundation:

: Jacque Demmer 981-1786 demmaz@prodigy.net.mx
: Membership:

I Robert Ryckman 916-1350 thervckmans@msn.com
; Newsletter:

:Rebecca Caven 916-5781 rebeccacaven(@gmail.com
! Member Services;

: Fr. Jim Story 105-5026 jstorvni@netscape.net
: Discount Services:

I Henri Jarrat 988-0526 hjarrat@aol.com
: Events Coordinator:

| Bruce George 984-5400 beej99@hotmail.com
: Volunteer Coordinator

t Jerry Lippman lippman970@hotmail.com
: Continuing Education

:Trish Kenison 9881359 patkenison@yahoo.com
I ' CONSULATE NUMBERS

: U.S. Consulate Agency in Mazatlan:

: Patty Fletcher de Arteaga

t Tel/Fax: 916-5889 mazagent@maz megared.nent. mx
i
i Canadian Consulate Office in Mazatlan:

'Wendy Osuna 913-7320 Fax: 914-6655

our website at: maazinifo.com/fom
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i
e  Offer activities, information and services to the members of

.o Contribute to the local community by providing educational

A complete list of Friends of Mexico ‘by-iaws’ can be found on

Minutes of
Friends of Mexico
General Membership Meeting
June 13, 2006

A quorum having been established the Presi-
! | dent, Majid Mir, called the meeting to order at 10:00
|AM. Students from the 5 grade at Josefina Osuna
rattended the meeting. In lieu of a speaker for this
'meetmg the students performed several folkloric
dances for the membership. They also sang songs in

1 Enghsh that they had learned from our‘volunteers.

: After their performance Majid Mir pointed

1 out to the members that the focus of the organization

'Was on service to the members and contributing to

1 ! the educational needs of underpnvﬂeged children in

1 Mazatlan. He then reviewed the various ways in

! whxch the organization prov1des services to its mem-
bers He then discussed ways in which members

1 could help Friends of Mexico. He noted there was a

’ need for volunteers, including an advertising coordi-
nator and well as members who would be willing to

gcontribute stortes for the newsletter. Finally he

l noted that forty-nine percent (49%) of the Founda-
tlon Committee’s expenses last year were for sup-

1 phcs

: Majid Mir stated that the Treasurer’s Report

1 was published in the newsletter and asked it every-
Fone had reviewed it. Gladys Kreib moved that the
! ; Treasurer’s Report be approved, as submitted. The

| motion was seconded and approved.

: Jacque Demmer then gave the report of the

t Foundation Commuitee, a copy of which was pub-

‘ lished in the monthly newsletter. Susan Silva gave
the Events Committee Report in the absence of

i Bruce George. She said that the plans for the trip to

I'Patzcuaro, scheduled for October 31, 2006, through

II\Iovember 5, 2006, were bemg ﬁnahzed and the

I members would be notified via email within the next

I week of the details. She also noted that the annual

: 4™ of July and Canada Day celebration would be

1 held at the Emporio Hotel beginning at noon on July

t4 2006

: In the absence of Henri Jarrat, Majid Mir

I | gave the Discount Services Committee Report and

; ' stated that new medical services had been added to

i the program and they were listed in the newsletter.

: Lynn Hopkins gave the Membership Committee Re-
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port in the absence of Bob Ryckman. She stated
that three (3) renewals had been obtained at the
meeting.

Announcements were then made. At the
conclusion of the regular drawing, upon motion
duly made and seconded, the meeting was ad-
journed at 11:45 AM.

Respectfully submitted

Murry Page, Secretary

Friends of Mexice
Summary of
Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting
June 6, 2006

The following Board members were present
in person: Majid Mir, Jacque Demmer, Susan Silva,
and Murry Page. Bruce George was present by
proxy, a copy of which is attached to the minutes.
Robert Ryckman was absent. The following were
also in attendance: Fr. Jim Story and Lynne Hop-
kins, who held the proxy for Bruce George.

After the meeting that held on May 2, 2006,
the bylaws of Friends of Mexico were reviewed and
it was determined that a quorum was not present at
that meeting. The proxy submitted by Robert
Ryckman was not signed and therefore was not
valid and the bylaws require five (5) directors to be
present either in person or by proxy and only three
(3) directors were present. Susan Silva moved that
all actions taken at the inquorate meeting held on
May 2, 2006, be ratified. The motion was seconded
and it was unanimously approved.

Jacque Demmer then gave the Foundation
Committee Report, a copy of which is attached. She
noted that fifth (5™) grade students from Josefina
Osuna would be providing entertainment at the June
general membership meeting. There will be ap-
proximately thirty (30) students in attendance.
Jacque Demmer moved that Friends of Mexico pay

for the children’s transportation and breakfast
while at the meeting and that payment be made
from the Administrative Account. The motion
' was seconded and it was unanimously ap-
proved. She then advised the Board Tom
Whitmore had donated Six Thousand Pesos
($6,000.00) to the Foundation and that Kattie
and Ted Carney had donated US$1,000 to the
Foundation with the written stipulation that the
Chair, Jacque Demmer, have absolute discre-
tion as to the expenditure of the funds.

Susan Silva then gave the Treasurer’s
Report, a copy of which is attached. She dis-
cussed the conversion of the manual system
that has been used to Microsoft Money. She
stated that all records beginning with the year
2000 would be placed in the Money software
program and the conversion should be com-
pleted within the next week. Murry Page
moved that at the completion of the conversion
the accountant for Friends of Mexico reconcile
the balances shown on the Money software
program with the balances shown on the man-
val reports. The motion was seconded and it
was unanimously approved.

Fr. Jim Story gave the Membership
Report for Bob Ryckman in his absence and
stated that ten (10) new members had joined
during the month bringing the total member-
ship to 467. Jacque Demmer noted that fol-
lowing the Board’s guideline for granting life-
time memberships; one should be given to ’
Kattie and Ted Carney in light of their
USS$1,000 donation. Accordingly, Jacque
Demmer moved that Kattie and Ted Carney be
given a lifetime membership in Friends of
Mexico. The motion was seconded and it was
unanimously approved. Fr. Jim Story then
gave the Member Services Report and stated
he was still working on the Survival book.

The status of planning the various trips
for the members was then discussed. Susan
Silva stated that the trip to Patzcuaro should be
finalized within the week and she maybe able

to provide the membership the details of the

3

Continued on next page
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trip at the June meeting. It was recognized that
a deposit would be required from members indi-
cating & desire to attend. The establishment of 2
PayPal account to handle deposits was dis-
cussed and Majid Mir agreed investigate that
option. Susan Silve also noted that she is con-
sidering two (2} trips to Tonala this season.
One trip would be for those who are primarily
interested in shopping and & second one for
those who are more interested in tours, etc.

Lynne Hopkins then gave a brief presen-
tation on possible medical insurance coverage
for members of Friends of Mexico. A copy of
the proposal submitted to the Board is attached.
The Board asked questions about the proposal
and requested she proceed with the investiga-
tion and obtain a translation of the benefits, de-
ductibles, etc. and report back to the Board at a2
special called meeting for that purpose.

In conclusion 1t was noted that the July
Board meeting falls on the 4 of July. After
discussion it was determined that the July Board
meeting would take place on July 3, 2006
There being no further business to come before
the meeting up motion duly made and seconded
the meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted.
Murry Page

Secretary

£
&

Friends of Méxice
Foundation Committee Meeting
Thursday, June 29, 2006

Attending: Jacque Demmer, Rebecca Caven, Mary
Carison, Lynne Hopkins de Hernandez & Lee
Story

School reports:

Sor Juana — Lynne: 6™ grade graduation plans

‘t have beern firmed up, with 26 students participat-

ing & moving onto secondaria school. The air
conditioners will be installed prior to the start of
school in August. Supplies for the next school
year are ready to be ordered.

Venadilio-Lee: Lynne & Lee delivered a soccer
ball & African safari slide show to the director.
Electricity has been installed in 3 classrooms so
that the enciclomedia equipment can be used. 6%
grade graduation was on Wednesday, June 28",
attended by Jacque, Tom Whitmore, Lynne & Lee.
School supplies are ready to be ordered for the
next school year. Per Jacque, an estimate for the
windows for 3 classrooms has to be selected and
submitted to the Buenestar office for review.

Josefina-Mary: The class that performed at the
Jjune general meeting gave her appreciation notes.
The FOM will be represented at their graduation
ceremony by Ann Murphy and Ann Kennedy who
took gifts for each graduate.

Vincente Guererro-Jacque: The work/paint day at
the school is postponed for a few months. FOM
will be represented at their graduation.

Thanks to Lynne Hopkins Hernandez and Lee
Story for setting up FOM member participation at
every one of “our schools” as well as having a lit-
tle gift for each and every graduate.

‘1 Hogar-Jacque: Supplies will be provided for next

school year.

En Busca-Jacque: She’s overseeing the purchase
of equipment from a private donation.

Aquarium-Jacque: They have been paid for the
students that have toured the Aquarium.

Continued on page 5
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General business:

Lynne presented a replenishment list for first
aid kaits.

This will be given to the Champions with a
request to have each director check for
needed supplies for their first aid box at the
beginning of the school year in August.

Lynne suggested that bi lingual dictionaries be
provided to all 5™ & 6™ graders..

Lynne to research appropriate pencil sharpen-
ers for the classrooms.

Jacque has ordered the Polo shirts for Sor
Juana School as well as some for FOM. She
has also ordered T-Shirts with the FOM logo
onthem. She is going to request at the board
meeting that in the fall of 2006 each Cham-
pion and ESL teacher be given a FOM T-shirt
in appreciation for their contribution to FOM
and to the kids at the schools.

She is also going to ask that the board set up a
discretionary fund for the Foundation Com-
mittee and the Events Committee.

Respectfully submitted by Lee Story

Foundation Committee Secretary

MUCHAS GRACIAS!

The Foundation would like to thank
the following people for their dona-
tion.

DOUG AKIN
ANNE MURPHY
ANN KENNEDY
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FRIENDS OF MEXICO

Monthly Treasurers Report
JULY 1, 2006

Executive Summary
BALANCE IN ACCOUNTS AS OF JULY 1, 2006

$392,395.96
FOUNDATION RESERVE FOR 2006

$198,960.10
TOTAL BALANCE

$193,435.86
0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000
Monthly Activities
Administrative Account Balance-06/01/66 $ 10,000.00
This month Income $ 400.00
This month Expenses (% 1,765.00
Transfer to Foundation Accovnt (% -0-
Administrative Account Balance- 07/01/06 $ 8,635.00
Foundation Account Balance — 06/01/06 $ 378,774.96
This month Income $ 20,424.00

Transfer from Administrative Account
3 -0-

This month Expenses ($ 15,438.00
Foundation Account Balance- 07/01/06 $ 383,760.96

Total FOM Accounts Balance

3 392,395.96

000000000000 0000C00TVC0000C0000000000000000COCC0000000000000

Respectfully Submitted

Note: All totals are in Pesos

Susan Harp Silva

)
)

)

5 Friends of Mexico A. C. *** Amigos de México A. C.¥**






